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Dr. Reginald Blount, MDiv, PhD is a pastor of Arnett Chapel A.M.E. 
Church in the Morgan Park community of Chicago, IL. He is also the co-founder and 
executive director of the Oikos Institute for Social Impact which exists to create 
mutually supportive ecosystems that strengthen the Faith, Intellectual, Social and 
Human Capital of faith communities dedicated to expanding their social impact 
and transformational work in the under-resourced communities they serve. Through 
strategic partnerships with seminaries and universities, foundations, government 
agencies and denominational judicatories, the Oikos Institute is dedicated to 
helping faith communities harness the power of their assets to be a tenable force for 
communal transformation and economic renewal.

Dr. Blount serves on the faculty of Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary as Murray H. Leiffer Associate Professor 
of Formation, Leadership and Culture teaching in the areas of Christian Education, Youth and Young Adult Ministry 
and Congregational Leadership.  He serves further as Program Director of the Garrett-Evangelical Young Adult 
Initiative, Co-Executive Director of the Children Defense Fund Garrett-Evanston Freedom School Program, and 
Advisor for the Doctor of Ministry in Strategic Leadership in Black Congregations.  

Dr. Blount speaks and teaches nationally and internationally helping faith communities envision new and creative 
ways to minister to, with and on behalf of young people, foster congregational and community renewal, and 
engage in transformative social impact. He is a contributor in “Making God Real for a Next Generation: Ministry 
with Millennials Born from 1982 to 1999” (Discipleship Resources, 2003), “Educating for Redemptive Community” 
(Wipf & Stock, 2015) and Co-Editor of “Let Your Light Shine: Mobilizing for Justice with Children and Youth” 
(Friendship Press, 2019).

Dr. Blount is married to the former Devoria Smith and is the proud father of two young adult children, Reginald 
David, and Deborah Ayanna.

Brianna C. Bradford, PMP is a Certified Project Manager, Entrepreneur, 
and Community Leader raised in Chicago, IL. By day, Brianna serves as the Project 
Manager for Abbott Transfusion Medicine’s Global Medical & Scientific Affairs Team. 
By night, she serves as a Business Consultant & Project Manager for entrepreneurs and 
small businesses.

Brianna is passionate about making a difference in the lives of small businesses and 
youth in her community. Brianna is in her 4th year as an 8th grade mentor with the 
Youth Leadership Academy in Elgin, IL. Additionally, she manages the Executive Team 
of MANUP Global, a mentoring organization that is dedicated to improving the lives of 

families and urban communities by encouraging and empowering black men to become agents of change in their 
respective communities.

Prior to joining Abbott, Brianna worked in the non-profit healthcare sector where her focus was to improve the 
quality of life for individuals through efficient healthcare management. Her mission is to create sustainable systems 
for an optimal future and growth. Brianna believes that everyone was created on purpose and for a purpose, and 
she desires to see individuals walk in their God-given purpose. 

Brianna graduated from the University of Illinois, College of Business with a Bachelor of Science in Business Process 
Management. She received her (PMP) certification from the Project Management Institute (PMI) and finds purpose 
in helping individuals bring their visions to life.



Kent W. Oestreich, MBA is Senior Director, National Sales for Vitalant.
Kent has over 35 years’ experience in the healthcare, holding a variety of management 
positions in various sectors of the industry. He held sales management, logistics 
management, and consulting leadership roles with Baxter International, Cardinal 
Health and other for-profit organizations before joining the Institute for Transfusion 
Medicine (ITxM) as Chief Operating Officer of ITxM’s Central Blood Bank.

Kent holds a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration and a Master of   Business 
Administration. Kent resides in Frederick, Maryland.

Andrew Dennis, DO, FACS, FACOS is Associate Professor at of 
Surgery at Rush University and Chairs of the Division of Resuscitative and Pre-Hospital 
Traumatology at the Cook County Trauma Burn Unit in Chicago Il.  

Dr. Dennis is both an author and an extensively published researcher with a focus on 
injury.  He has chaired the Blood Bank and Transfusion Committee at Cook County 
Health for over ten years.  He serves as the Chair of Surgery at Midwestern University 
College of Osteopathic Medicine.  

Dr. Dennis is a veteran paramedic and sworn police officer.  He serves as the Chief 
Medical Officer for the Illinois State Police, the Northern Illinois Police Alarm System and is a Trauma Medical 
Director for the Chicago Fire Department. 

Dr. Dennis is the Executive Medical Advisor and Associate Producer for the prime-time NBC “Chicago One” series 
including Chicago Med, Fire, and PD as well as Fox’s Empire.

Gwendolyn Oglesby-Odom, EdD, MSN, BSN, RN-BC, NEA-BC 
is as an accomplished nurse executive that has nearly 25-years of extensive healthcare 
operations, financial, accreditation and regulatory experience in the post-acute 
care setting. She has a proven track record for leveraging her operational and clinical 
expertise to successfully facilitate healthcare turnarounds and startups. Her areas of 
expertise in the post-acute care setting include those of home health, public health, 
correctional health, managed care, chronic care management and transitional care 
management services.

Her professional and educational experience makes her uniquely qualified to provide 
leadership in a myriad of healthcare settings. Dr. Oglesby-Odom recently assumed the role of Chief Nursing 
Officer and Vice President at Advocate Aurora Health’s Trinity Hospital. As the recently appointed CNO, she is 
committed to leveraging her expertise to impact the overall presence, position, and perception of Trinity in the 
Chicagoland market. Prior to joining Advocate Aurora Health, she served as a Senior Healthcare Consultant for 
Strategic Healthcare Transformations where she provided consultative services to healthcare organizations aimed 
at cultivating robust, system-wide continuum of care initiatives that focused on strategically positioning healthcare 
organizations for growth and sustainability.

Dr. Oglesby-Odom is a charismatic, pragmatic and inclusive leader who has a passion for community healthcare 
that is value centered. She believes that her work in the healthcare industry reflects her passion for humanity. She 
uses mentoring, relationship building, creative thinking, external awareness, flexibility, accountability and her 
visionary skills to develop, inspire and build productive, results-driven teams. She is acutely aware that her passion 
has a direct impact on her legacy. Therefore, she gives and expects nothing less than excellence.

Dr. Oglesby-Odom is a proud member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., Chi Omega Omega chapter, the mother 
of two adult children and the grandmother of two adorable grandchildren.



Michelle Robinson, MBA is Senior Vice President of Strategic Planning and 
Business Development for Vitalant. 

Prior to joining Vitalant, Michelle met the healthcare needs of the greater Chicagoland 
communities serving as an Advocate Aurora Health Executive and as the President of 
Heartland Blood Centers. 
 
Michelle has held Global leadership roles with Covance, Baxter Health, and GE. In 
those roles, she successfully designed and led strategic plans yielding positive margins 
and improved efficiencies along with creating highly engaged work teams. 

 
Michelle is a certified Master Black Belt in Quality, has a BS in Industrial Engineering from Purdue University West 
Lafayette, IN, and an MBA from Northwestern University Kellogg in Evanston, IL. 

She currently serves on the Twin Cities Habitat for Humanity Board.  She is married to Rev. Dr. Jon Robinson, the 
founder of Building Up Our Youth Foundation (buoyfoundation.org). They work together with a mission of “Helping 
People Live beyond what they can imagine”.

Raghu Sundara is a graduate of Conant High School in Schaumburg, IL where 
he was born and raised. After earning his Bachelor of Science in Business Management 
from Purdue University in 2000, Raghu entered the sales and service industry where his 
hunger for advocacy and protecting began. In 2007, Raghu transitioned into the world 
of insurance where he quickly recognized his ability to bring his passion of community, 
advocacy, protecting and networking to the workplace. In 2019, Raghu harnessed his 
entrepreneurial spirit and leadership skills to open Allstate – Sundara Insurance Group 
in the very community he grew up in.

Through his commitment to individuals, couples and families, Raghu focuses on 
providing insurance through transparent education of coverage options and consumer needs. While many 
understand basic coverage, it is the mission of Sundara Insurance Group to provide the best plan to ensure savings 
when you need them most. While it may be easy to choose a flashy price for monthly premiums, Raghu values 
education surrounding coverage gaps and back-end savings. Shouting his mantra of “Being the best part of his 
client’s worst day,” Raghu promises to be the voice on the other end of the line when crisis strikes.

While insurance has been his focus in business, Raghu humbly serves on the board of Childhood Leukemia Warriors 
Foundation where he advocates and fundraises for local families working through treatment of Leukemia. As a 
constant connector and integral part of his community, Raghu is an active member of several local chambers and 
business associations. Raghu is a current resident of Elk Grove Village, IL with his lovely wife and their wonderful 
daughter.



Alessandro Teodosi is an accomplished sports executive having spent over 
six years with the 2021 WNBA Champions, the Chicago Sky. Alex was appointed Vice 
President of Sponsorship for the Chicago Sky in June 2021 after originally beginning 
with the team as a Sponsorship Intern in 2015.

In 2017, Alex was promoted to Director of Business Development and helped lead 
the efforts of signing the team’s first marquee jersey sponsorship and largest multi-
year sponsor in franchise history. This partnership paved new roads for the franchise, 
including its first time ranked as the number one sponsorship team in the WNBA.

Currently, Alex is responsible for driving all corporate partnership revenue for the team through premium sales and 
new sponsorships. In addition to overseeing new business development,
Alex also leads the activation team that is responsible for retention and creating world class experiences for all 
partners. 

A proud graduate of DePaul University, Alex received his bachelor’s degree in Business Management with a 
concentration in sports. During his time at DePaul, Alex had the opportunity to work with the San Diego Padres 
where he spent a month consulting on a special project for the sponsorship department. A strong believer in 
paying it forward, Alex returns to DePaul regularly to guest lecture about his time at DePaul and his professional 
experiences.

A native of Skokie, Illinois, Alex and his fiancé Samantha now live in Schererville, Indiana along with their dog, 
Charlie Ann. Together they are minority owners of the Lake County Corn Dogs, a summer collegiate baseball team 
competing in the Northern League.

Martine Williams, MBA is a seasoned healthcare professional that 
has nearly 20 years of Blood Banking experience, with a focus in Donor Services 
Operations, Leadership Development and Donor Recruitment. Martine currently 
serves as the Regional Director for Vitalant. She oversees all facets of IL Vitalant Blood 
Banking Operations.

Martine is a People Leader- Developing talent, identifying strengths, and motivating 
others to see the possibilities beyond what is currently known, accepted or obvious. 

Martine has received many awards and recognition, including the coveted Versiti CEO 
Circle Award for Outstanding Performance. She leads Vitalant’s Chicago HEAL Board of Directors and serves on the 
Executive Diversity and Inclusion Committee. 

Martine has a passion for the mission of saving lives and is inspired by the generosity and commitment of the 
dedicated donors in our community.

Martine holds a Bachelor of Arts in Business Administration and a Master of Business Administration from Aurora 
University.

Martine and her husband Alan live in Yorkville IL and are proud parents of Shanique, Jabari and Alan Jr.  


